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2009 HAWAII INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL SPOTLIGHTS
FILMS FROM THE PHILIPPINES

L&L Hawaiian Barbecue Sponsoring Spotlight on the Philippines

HONOLULU, HI (October 14, 2009) – The 29th annual Hawaii International Film Festival
(HIFF) is pleased to present a special SPOTLIGHT ON THE PHILIPPINES sponsored by
L&L Hawaiian Barbecue. This new section highlights exceptional Filipino films and
shines the spotlight on several talented filmmakers from the Philippines.

This year’s contemporary works are all US Premieres. They range from the comedy
BFF: BEST FRIENDS FOREVER, starring Filipina Superstar and Hawaii favorite Sharon
Cuneta and the queen of Filipino comedy Ai Ai Delas; to a hilarious story of life and
death in GRANDPA IS DEAD, starring Filipina star Manilyn Reynes in person at the
theater; to the indie teen romance that has sold out theaters across the Philippines
since winning the Audience Award at Cinemalaya 2009 , IF I KNEW WHAT YOU SAID.

An additional Filipino film having its International Premiere (first time it has screened
outside the Philippines) at HIFF is 24K. This L&L Hawaiian Barbeque sponsored film is
nominated for HIFF's Halekulani Golden Orchid Award for Narrative Feature. Director
Ana Agabin will be at the theater in person to introduce her film and answer audience
questions afterward. 24K is an exciting tale of a search for buried treasure left behind
by the Japanese after their occupation of the islands, a popular subject in Filipino
folklore.

Over 170 films from 36 different countries will be featured at this year’s festival. HIFF’s 2009 program is
being held at the Regal Dole Cannery Stadium 18 Theaters from October 15–25. Tickets are on sale now.
General admission tickets are available for $10 or $9 for students, seniors, children and military. Tickets
may be purchased in person at HIFF’s box office at 650 Iwilei Road #101 across from Regal Dole
Cannery Stadium 18 Theaters or by phone at (808) 548-5905. The film guide is available now online at
www.hiff.org. For more information please visit us at www.hiff.org.

FILM SYNOPSES: (All screening times subject to change)
(MY HIFF: Indicates Other Films Viewers Might Like)

BFF: BEST FRIENDS FOREVER

Spotlight on the philippines
U.S. Premiere

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1017171310&msgid=1594099&act=UPUH&c=394988&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hiff.org%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1017171310&msgid=1594099&act=UPUH&c=394988&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hiff.org%2F


When Honey (Sharon Cuneta) discovers her husband has been unfaithful, she is determined to find the
mystery home-wrecker and save her marriage. After enrolling in an aerobics class, she meets fitness
instructor, Frances (Ai Ai Delas Alas), and the two women become fast friends. Unbeknownst to either of
them, they are both in love with the same man. Megastar Sharon Cuneta and queen of comedy Ai Ai
Delas Alas give outstanding comedic performances in this Philippine blockbuster. This screening is
sponsored by L&L Hawaiian Barbecue.

Philippines 2009 | Tagalog w/ English subtitles | 102M

Director: Wenn V. Deramas
Cast: Sharon Cuneta, Ai-Ai Delas Alas, John Estrada
17-Oct 11:45 AM Dole
MY HIFF: GRANDPA IS DEAD / 24K

GRANDPA IS DEAD
DED NA SI LOLO

Spotlight on the Philippines
International Premiere

In Soxie Topacio’s hilarious opus, the Filipino funeral is born anew. Deconstructed into several
“pamahiin” (or folk wisdom) and structured over the course of a week-long wake, DED NA SI LOLO is the
story of a family forced by circumstances to reunite and bear each other’s companies while a wake for
their dead father is held. Brilliantly cathartic, DED NA SI LOLO shows that Filipino cinema is alive and
well in this story of life’s triumph over death. This screening is sponsored by L&L Hawaiian Barbecue.

Philippines 2009 | Tagalog w/ English subtitles | 90M

Director: Soxy Topacio
Cast: Roderick Paulate, Gina Alajar, Manilyn Reynes
16-Oct 6:45 PM Dole
23-Oct 11:30 AM Dole
MY HIFF: BFF / 24K

IF I KNEW WHAT YOU SAID
DINIG SANA KITA

Spotlight on the Philippines
U.S. Premiere

When Nina (a talented yet troubled musician) meets Kiko (a deaf teen with a passion for dancing) at
camp, their love of music creates a strong bond between the two. While their friendship thrives at camp,
maintaining it outside proves to be a challenge as both teens must find ways to adapt to each other’s
world. IF I KNEW WHAT YOU SAID has been winning audiences over with its exuberant cast and
memorable soundtrack.This screening is sponsored by L&L Hawaiian Barbecue.

Philippines 2009 | Tagalog w/ English subtitles | 88M

Director: Mike Sandejas
Cast: Zoe Sandejas, Rommelito Mallari, Robert Sena
16-Oct 8:30 PM Dole
25-Oct 2:00 PM Dole
MY HIFF: DANCE SUBARU / 24K

Festival Information

Established in 1981, the Hawaii International Film Festival is dedicated to the advancement of
understanding and cultural exchange among the peoples of Asia, the Pacific and North America through



the medium of film. HIFF is the premier international film event in the Pacific and has won the praise of
governments, filmmakers, scholars, educators, programmers and film industry leaders throughout the
world. For the discovery and exhibition of Asian and Pacific features, documentaries and short films in the
nation, it is a primary source. The festival has premiered such movies as ONCE WERE WARRIORS, THE
PIANO, SHINE, SHALL WE DANCE, Y TU MAMA TAMBIEN and CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON.
Plus, DEPARTURES, a Japanese film, had its U.S. premiere at HIFF in 2008, won the HIFF Audience
Award and then went on to win the 2009 Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film.

HIFF’s major sponsors include: Regal Entertainment Group, Starwood Hotels & Resorts Hawaii,
Halekulani, Hawaii Tourism Authority and The VILCEK Foundation.

The 2009 Hawaii International Film Festival will be held October 15-25. Images of the films can be
downloaded at
http://picasaweb.google.com/hiff2009images/
2009FallFilmImages?authkey=Gv1sRgCOjSudrp5ob2iwE&feat=directlink. For more information please
visit our website at www.hiff.org.
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